We present a computationally efficient algorithm for the eigenspace decomposition of correlated images. Our approach is motivated by the fact that for a planar rotation of a twodimensional image, analytical expressions can be given for the eigendecomposition, based on the theory of circulant matrices. These analytical expresjions turn out to be good first approximations of the eigendecomposition, even for three-dimensional objects rotated about a single axis. We use this observation to automatically determine the dimension of the subspace required to represent an image with a guaranteed user-specified accuracy, as well as to quickly compute a basis for the subspace. Examples show that .the algorithm performs very well on a range of test images composed of three-dimensional objects rotated about a single axis.
I. INTRODUCTION
One of the fundamental problems in computer vision is the recognition and localization of threedimensional objects. Subspace methods represent one computationally efficient approach for dealing with this class of problems. Variously referred to as eigenspace methods, principal component analysis methods, and Karhunen-Loeve transformation methods [l] , these have been used extensively in a variety of applications such as face charactei*ization [2] and recognition [3] , lipreading [4, 51, object recognition, pose detection, visual tracking, and inspection [6, 7, 8, 91 . All of these applications are based on taking advantage of the fact that a set of highly correlated images can be approximately represented by a small set of eigenimages. Once the set of principal eigenima,ges is determined, online computation using these eigenimages can be performed very efficiently. However, the offline calculation required to determine both the appropriate number of eigenimages as well as the eigenimages themselves can be prohibitively expensive. This issue has been previously addressed by three different approaches. One class of techniques find the eigenimages iteratively. For exam-ple, the power method [lo] and the conjugate gradient algorithm [ll, 121 calculate one eigenimage at a time, while the block power method and Lanczos iteration [13] calculate a set of eigenimages together. Another class of techniques relies on updating a small set of eigenimages by recursively adding one image at a time. In [14] , the number of eigenimages is fixed, while in [15] , this number is adjusted based on the content of the added image. Another approach is based on structuring the computations in order to efficiently perform the matrix calculations involved [IS] . The computational complexity of this approach is essentially independent of the number of desired eigenimages.
Our work a.ddresses the computational expense of computing the desired eigenimages in a fundamentally different manner, resulting in considerable computational savings as compared to previous approaches. We present a brief overview of subspace methods in the next section, followed by the problem statement. In $111, we use the theory of circulant matrices to derive an analytical expression for the eigendecomposition of images resulting from planar rotations. In §IV, we illustrate that these analytical expressions represent a good approximation for the eigendecomposition of images of threedimensional objects rotated about a single axis. We use this observation as the core of an algorithm, outlined in §V, to quickly compute the desired portion of the eigendecomposition based on a user-specified measure of accuracy. In §VI, we describe the performance of the algorithm evaluated on twenty different threedimensional objects. The results of this evaluation verify the accuracy and computational efficacy of the proposed technique.
PRELIMINARIES
An image is an h x v array of square pixels with intensity values !normalized between 0 and 1. Thus, an image will be represented by a matrix K E [ O , l ] h x v . Since we will be considering sets of related images, it will be convenient to represent an image equivalently as a vector, obtained simply by "row-scanning", i.e., 0-7803-4465-0/98 16 10.00 0 1998 IEEE 7 concatenating the rows to obtain the image vector x of length m = hv:
The image data matrix of a set of images XI,. . . , Xn is an m x n matrix, denoted X , and defined as
with typically m >> n.
The average image vector is denoted x and defined as
The corresponding average image data matrix, denoted
X , is
The matrix X -x, which we denote X , has the interpretation of an "unbiased" image data matrix.
The singular value decomposition (SVD) of X is given by where 6 6 E"'" and A? E The principal calculation required with subspace methods is the precomputation of estimateSAof the singular vectors u1, . . . , u-k of the m x n matrix X. This is a very computationally expensive operation when m and n are very large. Reducing this computational expense by exploiting any correlation between image vectors has been the subject of much previous work [10]- [16] . Our solution to this problem uses a fundamentally different approach that is considerably faster than these methods when the image vectors are "correlated", as in many pose-detection problems. Our techniqye is motivated by the observation that the SVD of X can be determined in a closed form when the images are derived by a planar rotation of a sing!e image about the surface normal, thus resulting in X T X being circu1ant.l We describe this in the next section.
PLANAR ROTATION
Consider an image data matrix where each xi+l is obtained from x; by a planar rotation2 of 6 ' = 2~/ n . Equivalently, xi and xj are related by a planar rotation
To within an accuracy imposed by the resolution, xTxj is a function of li -j l . Thus, row i + 1 of X T X can be obtained by a right-circular shift of row i (the first row is a right-circular shift of the last one). In other words, X T X is a circulant matrix [18] . Much is known about the properties of such matrices; in particular, closedform expressions can be given for their eigenvalues and eigenvectors: The eigenvalues of X T X are simply given by the Discrete Fourier Transform of its first row, and the eigenvectors given by the Fourier matrix F . That is,
and 1 1
...
w2
lThis observation can be found in [17] , which was published while our work was under review. 2More precisely, the image i + 1 is obtained by rotating the infinite-resolution image represented by the ith image, and then sampling it.
It is easy to verify from (3) that ,the eigenvalues of X T X satisfy P(wz) = P(wn+) for i = 
IV. OBJECTS ROTATED ABOUT A SINGLE AXIS
We now consider the case when the n images in the image data matrix are obtained from three-dimensional objects rotated about a single axis at increments of 27r/n. We will assume that the camera view vector makes an angle of a with the axis of rotation, and that the entire object is always within the field of view (see Fig. 1) .
Suppose that the axis of rotation and the camera is only a function of li -j l , and consequently, so is X , (~)~X~ (a).
Although the situation is much more complicated for three-dimensional objects with nonzero view angles (for example, due to curved surfaces and self-occlusion), the analysis of 5111 often provides a good, approximate method to quickly estimate the SVD. We demonstrate this here with a simple example. (More realistic examples are considered in §VI.)
The object considered in the example is a cylinder that is half-black and half-white, split along the longitudinal axis. If a = 0, i.e., when the cylinder is viewed along the longitudinal axis so that it appears as a circle, the results of 5111 apply and therefore the right singular vectors are pure sinusoids. When a # 0, the results of $111 do not apply (see Fig. 2 for 3This assumes that all the light sources rotate with the object, or equivalently the camera rotates and everything else is stationary. We will also assume that the camera is far enough away that perspective effects can be neglected. Moreover, the accuracy of the approximated singular vectors with spectra concentrated around "lower" frequencies will tend to be better, i.e., the smaller i is, the better estimate iit is of U;. This is illustrated in Fig. 3 for a typical image (Object 1 from for small k , and is very well approximated from below by p ( X T , h l , . . . , hk) for large k .
In summary, when p is chosen so as to satisfy 
VI. EXAMPLE
We illustrate our approach on a database of images provided by [19] . There are twenty different objects available, with each, image data matrix being of size 128, x 72. A single image of each object is shown in Fig. 4 .
The algorithm outlinedjn §V was used to compute the eigendecomposition of X corresponding to each of the image data matrices, with an energy recovery ratio threshold of 0.90. Ti%ble I summarizes the performance of the algorithm, showing k, p , and computation times.
In addition, Table I also shows the data when the direct SVD of MATL.AB is used to compute the first n singular values and vectors. Compared to the direct SVD which took about 40 seconds for each object, the median speedup factor with our algorithm was approximately three. We also compared our algorithm against other algorithms [lo, 11, 13, 141, using a fair and reasonable stopping criterion. It was observed that our algorithm yielded significant computational savings as compared to these algorithms as well. Details of these comparisons can be found in [20] .
With our algoritkm, the -difference between p ( 2 , iil, . . . , u k ) and p ( x , 61,. . . , i i k ) for each object is less than 2.22%, with an average of 0.85%, which reveals that {Cl,. . . , G k } provides a very good approximate basis for the span of the first IC eigenimages {GI,. . . , i i k } .
As discussed i n SIV, this is a consequence of the following empirical facts: (i) The FFT of the right singular vector vi turns out to be approximately band-limited.
(ii) The frequency at which the magnitude of the FFT of vi achieves a maximum roughly increases with increasing i. Thus, the span of {h,,. . . , hp} effectively "covers" the span of ($1,. . . , G k } .
We next turn to image-specific conclusions that can be inferred from Fig. 4 and Table I . While Object 1 requires a value of k = 9 to achieve an energy recovery ratio of 0.90, the value of IC for Object 9 is four times as large. This illustrates that determining a priori the dimension of the subspace required to achieve a prespecified quality of reconstruction is difficult. Thus, other algorithms such as the updating SVD which do use a fixed value of k cannot be expected to perform uniformly well over all images. In contrast, our online estimate of k (given by p ) can be seen to perform extremely well for most objects. In cases when the estimate p of k: is poor, it can be seen that the corresponding object is rotationally symmetric; thus the associated pose-detection problem is ill-conditioned (see Object 17 , and also 12 and 16).
VII. CONCLUSIONS
We have illustrated a very computationally efficient algorithm for computing the eigenspace decomposition of correlated images. In addition to its speed, the algorithm enjoys the advantage that the dimension of the subspace required to achieve a desired fidelity of representation is determined automatically; thus the amount of computation is "adapted" to meet accuracy requirements. Examples show that the algorithm performs very well on a range of test images composed of threedimensional objects rotated about a single axis. The approach presented herein was demonstrated on rotationally correlated images; its applicability to images with other types of correlation is a topic that is currently under investigation. The performance of the proposed algorithm is compared against that of the direct SVD algorithm, using the 20 objects shown in Fig.4 . In all cases, the eigenimages of X were computed with a desired energy recovery ratio of 0.90. All computations were performed using MATLAB on a HP9000/C110 workstation.
